
Biblical Notes – 2 Corinthians 3:3-11 

 

3-11 – being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living 

God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. [4] Such confidence we have through Christ toward God. [5] 

Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, [6] 

who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the 

Spirit gives life. [7] But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of Israel 

could not look intently at the face of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, [8] how will the ministry of 

the Spirit fail to be even more with glory? [9] For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry 

of righteousness abound in glory. [10] For indeed what had glory, in this case has no glory because of the glory that 

surpasses it. [11] For if that which fades away was with glory, much more that which remains is in glory. 

(3. φανερούμενοι ὅτι ἐστὲ ἐπιστολὴ Χριστοῦ διακονηθεῖσα ὑφ’ ἡμῶν ἐγγεγραμμένη οὐ μέλανι ἀλλὰ πνεύματι θεοῦ 

ζῶντος, οὐκ ἐν πλαξὶν λιθίναις ἀλλ’ ἐν πλαξὶν καρδίαις σαρκίναις. 4. Πεποίθησιν δὲ τοιαύτην ἔχομεν διὰ τοῦ Χριστοῦ πρὸς 

τὸν θεόν. 5. οὐχ ὅτι ἀφ’ ἑαυτῶν ἱκανοί ἐσμεν λογίσασθαι τι ὡς ἐξ ἑαυτῶν, ἀλλ’ ἡ ἰκανότης ἡμῶν ἐκ τοῦ θεοῦ, 6. ὃς καὶ 

ἱκάνωσεν ἡμᾶς διακόνους καινῆς διαθήκης, οὐ γράμματος ἀλλὰ πνεύματος· τὸ γὰρ γράμμα ἀποκτείνει, τὸ δὲ πνεῦμα 

ζῳοποιεῖ. 7. Εἰ δὲ ἡ διακονία τοῦ θανάτου ἐν γράμμασιν ἐντετυπωμένη λίθοις ἐγενήθη ἐν δόξῃ, ὥστε μὴ δύνασθαι 

ἀτενίσαι τοὺς υἱοὺς Ἰσραὴλ εἰς τὸ πρόσωπον Μωϋσέως διὰ τὴν δόξαν τοῦ προσώπου αὐτοῦ τὴν καταργουμένην, 8. πῶς 

οὐχὶ μᾶλλον ἡ διακονία τοῦ πνεύματος ἐσται ἐν δόξῃ; 9. εἰ γὰρ ἡ διακονία τῆς κατακρίσεως δόξα, πολλῷ μᾶλλον 

περισσεύει ἡ διακονία τῆς δικαιοσύνης δόξῃ. 10. καὶ γὰρ οὐ δεδόξασται τὸ δεδοξασμένον ἐν τούτῳ τῷ μέρει εἵνεκεν τῆς 

ὑπερβαλλούσης δόξης. 11. εἰ γὰρ τὸ καταργούμενον διὰ δόξης, πολλῷ μᾶλλον τὸ μένον ἐν δόξῃ) 

 

 

“It is the law as crystallized in the ten commandments which is in view; for that law alone was ‘written and engraven in 

stones.’ In the midst of the strongest possible contrast between the reign of the teachings of the law and the teachings of 

grace, it is declared that these commandments were ‘done away’ and ‘abolished.’ It should be recognized that the old was 

abolished to make place for the new, which far excels in glory. The passing of the law is not, therefore, a loss; it is rather 

an inestimable gain.” 

━━ Lewis Sperry Chafer, Systematic Theology, IV, 242. 

 


