Biblical Notes — Colossians 1:12-13

“Elsewhere in the Pauline epistles the kingdom has always had an eschatological reference and has been an inheritance, a
kingdom of glory...My final study of it [Col. 1:13], in its connection with the Messianic conception of the Epistles of the
Imprisonment, leads me to the opinion that the kingdom is eschatological here also. It is parallel with the inheritance in
light. As the kingdom is elsewhere an inheritance, its parallelism with inheritance and its substitution for it in a common
antithesis to authority of darkness favors that reference here. The only difficulty is in explaining how Christians may be
said to be transferred into a kingdom which in its nature is eschatological. The solution of this difficulty is found in the
parallelism with citizenship in heaven of the Epistle to the Philippians; and with the life hid with Christ of our Epistle [Col.
3:3]”

—— Charles A. Briggs, The Messiah of the Apostles (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1895),211-212.




