
Biblical Notes – Ezekiel 18:5-9; 10; 14; 20-29 

 
5-9 – “But if a man is righteous and practices justice and righteousness, [6] and does not eat at the mountain shrines or lift 
up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, or defile his neighbor's wife or approach a woman during her menstrual 
period- [7] if a man does not oppress anyone, but restores to the debtor his pledge, does not commit robbery, but gives 
his bread to the hungry and covers the naked with clothing, [8] if he does not lend money on interest or take increase, if 
he keeps his hand from iniquity and executes true justice between man and man, [9] if he walks in My statutes and My 
ordinances so as to deal faithfully-he is righteous and will surely live," declares the Lord GOD. 
 

ישׁ ִ֖ ֶ֣ה הוְא  הְי  י־י  ִּֽ יק כ  ִּ֑ ה צַד  שְׁפִָ֖ט וְעָשָָׂ֥ ה מ  ים֙ :וּצְדָקִָּֽ הָר  ִּֽ ל־ה  א וא  ל ל ֶ֣ א וְעֵינָיו֙  אָכָָ֔ א ל ֶ֣ י נָשָָ֔ לּוּלִֵ֖ ל־ג  ית א  ל בֵֶ֣ שְרָאִֵּ֑ ת֙ י  שׁ  ת־אֵֵ֚ הוּ֙  וְא  א רֵעֵ  א ל ֶ֣ מֵָ֔ ה ט  שָָׂ֥ ל־א  ה וְא  דִָ֖ א נ  ב ל ָׂ֥ קְרִָּֽ ישׁ֙ זוְ֙:י  א א  ל ֶ֣  
ה וֹ יוֹנ ָ֔ לָתָׂ֥ יב חוֹב֙  חֲב ִּֽ א גְזֵלִָ֖ה יָשׁ ָ֔ ל ל ֶ֣ גְז ִּ֑ ן לְרָעֵֶ֣ב לַחְמוֹ֙  י  תֵָ֔ ם י  ג ד וְעֵיר ִ֖ ה־בִָּֽ ך֙:יְכַס  ֶ֣שׁ  ן חבַנ  תֵֵּ֗ א־י  ית֙  ל ִּֽ א וְתַרְב  ח ל ֶ֣ קָָ֔ ו ל י  יב֙ מֵעִָ֖ ֶ֣ וֹ יָשׁ  ט יָדִּ֑ שְׁפֵַ֚ ת֙  מ  ה אֱמ  עֲש ָ֔ ין֙ יִַּֽ ישׁ בֵָׂ֥ ִ֖ ישׁ א  ִּֽ יחֻקוֹתַ֙ טבְ֙:לְא   

י יְהַלֵֵּּ֛ך שְׁפָטַָׂ֥ ר וּמ  וֹת֙ שָׁמִַ֖ עֲשֶ֣ ת לִַּֽ ִּ֑ יק אֱמ  ָׂ֥ ה הוּא֙  צַד  ה חָי ֶ֣ חְי ָ֔ ִּֽ ם֙ י  נָָׂ֥י נְאִֻ֖ ה אֲד  ִּֽ ו  יהֱ  : 
 
 
It's quite clear that the entire passage is rooted in the hypothetical. Vs.5-9 teaches that if you do practice justice, if you do 
not practice oppression, if you walk faithfully you will surely live. It starts entirely dependant upon *if* you do these 
things.  
 

 
 
10,14,20 – “Then he may have a violent son who sheds blood and who does any of these things to a brother [14] "Now 
behold, he has a son who has observed all his father's sins which he committed, and observing does not do likewise. [20] 
The person who sins will die. The son will not bear the punishment for the father's iniquity, nor will the father bear the 
punishment for the son's iniquity; the righteousness of the righteous will be upon himself, and the wickedness of the 
wicked will be upon himself. 
 

יד ָׂ֥ יץ יוְהוֹל  ִ֖ פֵֶ֣ך בֵן־פָר  ם שׁ  ח וְעֶָ֣שָה דִָּ֑ ד אָָ֔ אַחִַ֖ המֵאִֵּֽ֙ מִֵּֽ נֵה֙  :לּ  יד ידוְה  ֶ֣ ן הוֹל  רְא בֵָ֔ את וַיַַּ֕ ת־כָל־חַט ָׂ֥ יו א  ִ֖ ר֙ אָב  ֶ֣ ה אֲשׁ  ה עָשִָּ֑ רְא ַּ֕ רְא ַּ֕֙ כתיב) וַי  א (וַי  ה וְל ָׂ֥ ִ֖ עֲש  ן יִַּֽ שׁ :כָהִֵּֽ ָׂ֥פ  את֙ כהַנ  טִֵ֖ ח  יא הִַּֽ ֶ֣ ה   
וּת ן֙ תָמִּ֑ א בֵֵּ֞ שֶָ֣ א־י  עֲוֶֹ֣֙ | ל ִּֽ ב ן֙בִַּֽ א וְאָב֙  הָאֵָּ֗ שָא֙  ל ֵ֚ עֲוֶֹ֣֙ י  ן֙הַ֙ ןבִַּֽ ת בֵָ֔ דְקֵַ֚ יק֙  צ  יו הַצַד  ה עָלֶָ֣ הְי ָ֔ ִּֽ ת֙ ת  שְׁעַָׂ֥ ע וְר  רָשִָׁ֖ ע כתיב) הִָּֽ יו (רָשִָׁ֖ ִּֽה עָלָָׂ֥ הְי  ִּֽ ת   

 
 
We then see the consequences of the son who is violent and sheds blood. Everyone will be punished for their own sins 
(Father for his sins and Son for his sins). 
 

 
 
21-23 – “But if the wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed and observes all My statutes and practices 
justice and righteousness, he shall surely live; he shall not die. [22] All his transgressions which he has committed will not 
be remembered against him; because of his righteousness which he has practiced, he will live. [23] Do I have any pleasure 
in the death of the wicked," declares the Lord GOD, "rather than that he should turn from his ways and live? 
 

ע רָשֵָּׁ֗ י אוְהִָּֽ כָל־חַט אתָיו֙  יָשׁוּב֙  כ ֵ֚ ר (חַט אתָו֙  כתיב֙) מ  ֶ֣ ה֙ אֲשׁ  י֙ וְשָׁמַר֙  עָשָָ֔ ת־כָל־חֻקוֹתַָ֔ ה א  שְׁפִָ֖ט וְעָשָָׂ֥ ה מ  ה וּצְדָקִָּ֑ ִ֖ה חָי ָׂ֥ חְי  א י  וּת֙ ל ָׂ֥ ר כבכָל־פְשָׁעָיו֙  :יָמִּֽ ֶ֣ ה אֲשׁ  א עָשָָ֔ וּי֙  ל ָׂ֥ כְרִ֖ וֹ זִָּֽ לִּ֑  
וֹ דְקָתָׂ֥ ה בְצ  ר־עָשִָ֖ ִּֽה אֲשׁ  חְי  ִּֽ ץ י  חָפ ֵ֚ ִּֽ ץ֙  גה  חְפ  וֹת א  ע מֶ֣ נֶָ֣י נְאִֻ֖ם רָשָָׁ֔ ה אֲד  ִּ֑ ו  וֹא יהֱ  וֹ הֲלֵּ֛ יו בְשׁוּבָׂ֥ דְרָכִָ֖ ו כתיב) מ  דְרָכִָ֖ וְחָיִָּֽה (מ  : 

 
 
Vs.21 again supplies us with a hypothetical “BUT IF” the wicked man turns he will surely live he will not die. Obviously, 
God has no pleasure in killing the wicked who refuse to repent but would rather the wicked would turn from their sin and 
live. This is consistent with the entire message of scripture.  
 

 
 
24-29 – “But when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness, commits iniquity and does according to all the 
abominations that a wicked man does, will he live? All his righteous deeds which he has done will not be remembered for 
his treachery which he has committed and his sin which he has committed; for them he will die. [25] Yet you say, 'The 
way of the Lord is not right.' Hear now, O house of Israel! Is My way not right? Is it not your ways that are not right? [26] 
When a righteous man turns away from his righteousness, commits iniquity and dies because of it, for his iniquity which 
he has committed he will die. [27] Again, when a wicked man turns away from his wickedness which he has committed 
and practices justice and righteousness, he will save his life. [28] Because he considered and turned away from all his 
transgressions which he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. [29] But the house of Israel says, 'The way of 
the Lord is not right.' Are My ways not right, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are not right? 



 
וּב יק כדוּבְשׁׁ֨ דְקָתוֹ֙  צַד ֵ֚ צ  ל֙ וְעֶָ֣שָה מ  ו  ל עָָ֔ ה הַתוֹעֵב֜וֹת כְכ ׁ֨ ר־עָשָ  ע אֲשׁ  רָשֵָּׁ֛ ה הִָּֽ ִ֖ עֲש  י יִַּֽ יו וָחִָּ֑ תֵָ֚ דְק  ו כתיב) כָל־צ  תֵָ֚ דְק  ר־עָשָה֙  (צ  א אֲשׁ  זָכַָ֔֙ ל ֶ֣ וֹ רְנָהת  עֲל  ר־מָעֵַּ֛ל בְמִַּֽ וֹ אֲשׁ  וּבְחַטָאתָׂ֥  
א ר־חָטִָ֖ ם֙ אֲשׁ  וּת בָָׂ֥ ם :יָמִּֽ אֲמַרְת ַּ֕ א כהוִַּֽ ן֙ ל ָׂ֥ תָכִֵ֖ ך י  ר  ֶ֣ נִָּ֑י ד  מְעוּ־נָא֙  אֲד  ית֙ שׁ  ל בֵֶ֣ שְרָאֵָ֔ י֙  י  א הֲדַרְכ  ן ל ֶ֣ תָכֵָ֔ א י  ִ֖ם הֲל ָׂ֥ א דַרְכֵיכ  נוּ ל ָׂ֥ תָכִֵּֽ יק :י  וּב־צַד   דְקָ֙ כובְשִּֽׁ צ  וֹמ  שָה֙ תֵּ֛ ו ל וְעָָׂ֥ ת עִָ֖ ם וּמֵֶ֣ ִּ֑ עֲלֵיה   
וֹ ה בְעַוְלָׂ֥ ר־עָשִָ֖ וּת אֲשׁ  וּב :יָמִּֽ ע כזוּבְשֶׁ֣ שְׁעָתוֹ֙  רָשֵָּׁ֗ ר  ר֙ מִֵּֽ ֶ֣ ה אֲשׁ  שְׁפִָ֖ט וַיַָׂ֥עַש֙ עָשָָ֔ ה מ  וּא וּצְדָקִָּ֑ וֹ֙ הִ֖ ת־נַפְשָׁׂ֥ ִּֽה א  ה יְחַי  ֶ֣ רְא  שָׁב כחוַי  שָׁוב כתיב֙) וַיָָ֔ יו (וַיָָ֔ כָל־פְשָׁעִָ֖ ֶ֣֙ מ  ה ראֲשׁ  וֹ֙ עָשִָּ֑ חָיָׂ֥  

ִ֖ה חְי  א י  וּת ל ָׂ֥ מְרוּ֙  יָמִּֽ ית֙ כטוְאִָּֽ ל בֵֶ֣ שְרָאֵָ֔ א י  ן ל ָׂ֥ תָכִֵ֖ ך י  ר  ֶ֣ נִָּ֑י ד  י אֲד  א הַדְרָכֵַּ֞ כְנוּ֙  ל ֵ֚ תִָּֽ ית י  ל בֵֶ֣ שְרָאֵָ֔ א י  ִ֖ם הֲל ָׂ֥ א דַרְכֵיכ  ן ל ָׂ֥ תָכִֵּֽ י  : 
 
 
Again we are given more hypotheticals “BUT WHEN”. God desires us to turn from our wickedness because HIS way is the 
right way: “Yet you say, 'The way of the Lord is not right.' Hear now, O house of Israel! Is My way not right? Is it not your 
ways that are not right?” Turning and living is what God wants for us. God's ways are higher than our own and God is the 
standard we must meet if we want to live. The problem is that the one dead in sin will never be able to uphold this 
command. Just as no one but Christ could uphold the Law perfectly. Just because God gave us his standard doesn't follow 
that we in ourselves can uphold that command perfectly.  
 
What matters here is that we understand God's desire for justice, righteousness and repentance. God, because of the 
perfection of his nature *demands* that we act in a certain way, even if we are incapable of doing that. That is why the *if* 
is placed throughout this text, because if God so enables them and circumcises their heart THEN they will be able to do 
what is right in the Lords eyes.  
 
1 Kings 3:14 NASB 
If you walk in My ways, keeping My statutes and commandments, as your father David walked, then I will prolong your 
days." 
 
2 Kings 17:13-14 NASB 
Yet the Lord warned Israel and Judah through all His prophets and every seer, saying, "Turn from your evil ways and keep 
My commandments, My statutes according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you 
through My servants the prophets." [14] However, they did not listen, but stiffened their neck like their fathers, who did 
not believe in the LORD their God. 
 
Isaiah 55:6-9 NASB 
Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. [7] Let the wicked forsake his way And the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And He will have compassion on him, And to our God, For 
He will abundantly pardon. [8] "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," declares the LORD. 
[9] "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than your 
thoughts. 


