Biblical Notes — John 21:20-23

20-23 - Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; the one who also had leaned back on
His bosom at the supper and said, "Lord, who is the one who betrays You?" [21] So Peter seeing him said to Jesus, "Lord,
and what about this man?" [22] Jesus said to him, "If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow
Me!" [23] Therefore this saying went out among the brethren that that disciple would not die; yet Jesus did not say to him
that he would not die, but only, "If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?" (20. "Emiotpaeig 0 Tétpog
BAéTeL TOV padnmv dv fydma 6 ool drxorovBobvra, O¢ Kat &vémeoev év T Seimve émi TO 0Ti|fog aiTol Kal eimev-
KOpLe, Tig £0TIv 0 Tapadi8ols og; 21. ToUTov oLV 8wV 6 TIéTpog Aéyel T¢ ool KipLe, 0UTOG 88 Ti; 22. Aéyel abTR O
"Moot £dv avTov BEAm pévely Ewg Epxopal, Ti Tpog 6€; o0 pot adkoAovBeL 23. £EjABeY 0DV 0UTOG O AdY0G £ig TOVG
48EA@OVG STL O padNTIG £KEIVOG 0VK ATTOBVY|OKEL OVK ElTtey 88 adT@ 6 INoodis 6Tt 00K AoV oKeL GAN - £dv AUTOV BEA®
pévew £wg pyopal, ti Tpog o€)

This passage is a conversation between Peter and Jesus about John [the disciple whom Jesus loved]. Peter asks a question
about John to Jesus, "Lord what about this man"? Jesus uses hyperbolic language and says "if | want him to remain until I
come, what is it to you?". He says, even if | wanted him to remain here until my 2nd coming, what would that matter to
you? Meaning that Peter's focus returned to the temporal, and he was focused upon that which had no relevance at this
time. His focus was to follow Jesus, and that meant obedience to him and his commands, and not to worry about his plans
for John.

“Jesus' reference to his return is one of the few clear allusions to the Second Coming in this Gospel. The use here is
hyperbolical, for it marks the utmost point to which the beloved disciple could survive and remain active.”
—— The Expositor's Commentary, (Zondervan, Volume 9, 1981), 202-203.




