Biblical Notes — Matthew 13:31

31 - He presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and
sowed in his field; (31.’AAAnv mapafBoAnv mapéBnkev atol Afywv- opoia €é0twv 1) facireia TOV 0VPAVHY KOKKQW
owamnews, Ov Aafmv dvBpwog €omelpev év T@ dypd avtol)

“This parable is concerned with the enigmatic present manifestation of the Kingdom as embodied in Jesus’ person. Its
appearance may be characterized by weakness and apparent insignificance—but remember the mustard seed. The day
will come when the Kingdom of God will surpass in glory the mightiest kingdoms of the earth, for it is the consequence of
God’s sovereign action...When the glory of that manifestation breaks forth before men they will be as startled as the man
who considers the tiny mustard seed and the mighty shrub.”

—— William L. Lane, Commentary on the Gospel of Mark, New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974), 171-72; cf. also Cranfield, The Gospel According to Saint Mark, 169-70; Marshall, The Gospel of
Luke, 561.




