Exegetical Analysis - 1 Timothy 2:1-6

1 - First of all, thNen, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men.
(1. MapakaAd ovV TPGHTOV TTAVTWVY TOLEToBL SENOELG TIPOTEVXAG EVTEVEELS ELXAPLOTING UTIEP TTAVTWVY AVOPOTIWV)

The first thing to notice is that Paul is clearly entrusting Timothy with prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on
behalf of [all men]. Now obviously Paul was not telling Timothy to pray for "every single man in existence”. So we can see
that all has a restriction in the sense that he should pray for all kinds of men. This will become apparent in the next verse.

2 - for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. (2. vmép
Bacéwv kal mvtwv TdV év uTepo)ii Gvtwy, tva fipepov kal ovxlov Blov Stdywpev év mdor evoeBelq kal oeuvOTNTL)

The prepositional word "for" at the beginning of vs.2 links us back to vs.1 to see who those prayers, petitions,
thanksgivings were for. They were for "kinds of men" [kings and all who are in authority]. So it cannot be concluded that
"all men" in vs.1 is exhaustive.

3-4 - This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, [4] who desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. (3. ToUto kaAdv kai GmdSekToV Evdmiov ToD cwTijpog U@V B0, 4. ¢ TTAVTAG AVOpWOTOUS BEAEL
owbijvat xai €ig émlyvwotv aAndeiag EAOEV)

The phrase "this is good" at the beginning of vs.3 denotes connection with vs.2 and that a new theme has not been
introduced. The desire of God is that "all men" be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. The all men here is still
restrictive based upon the statements Paul has made from vs.1-3. God's desire is not that all men without exception are
saved. His desire is to save all kinds of men [John 6:37,44,65; Rev 7:9]. If God desired to save all men without exception it
is [a] true that God has failed and not gotten what he desired making him impotent to save or [b] that universalism is true
and everyone without exception is saved. Neither [a,b] are viable options.

5-6 - For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, [6] who gave Himselfas a
ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time. (5. €ig yap €0, €1g kati peoitng Beod kal avBpwTwv, dvBpwtog
XpLotog 'Inooiig, 6. 0 500G EaUTOV AvTAVTPOVY VTIEP TAVTWY, TO HapTUPLOV KaLpOoTS iSioLg)

Christ Jesus is the mediator for all who believe [all the believing ones]... He doesn't give himself as a ransom for everyone
without exception but still for all kinds of people. The reason this carries over is because of his mediatory role as Saviour
who intercedes for his people not for the world and not for those in hell.

Hebrews 2:17 NASB
Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

Hebrews 6:20 NASB
where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek.

Hebrews 9:7 NASB
but into the second, only the high priest enters once a year, not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for

the sins of the people committed in ignorance.

Hebrews 9:15 NASB




For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the
transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the
eternal inheritance.

I would also like to point out how this logically does not function to say that God desires to save everyone without
exception but man thwarts his desire. God accomplishes all that he desires. Nothing thwarts his will. If he desires to save
everyone he would. He only desires to save his sheep, which is why he lays his life down for his sheep, for his friends, for
the Church and not for the whole world.




