
Exegetical Analysis – Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

 
 
15-20 – “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity; [16] in that I command you today to 
love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that 
you may live and multiply, and that the LORD your God may bless you in the land where you are entering to possess it. 
[17] But if your heart turns away and you will not obey, but are drawn away and worship other gods and serve them, [18] 
I declare to you today that you shall surely perish. You will not prolong your days in the land where you are crossing the 
Jordan to enter and possess it. [19] I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and 
death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants, [20] by loving the 
LORD your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, that you 
may live in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them." 
 

ה י  טורְא ֵ֨ תִּ ַ֤ יך   נָת  וֹם לְפָנ ֵ֨ יּ֔ ים ה  ִּ֖ יִּ ח  ַֽ ת־ה  וֹב א  טּ֑ ת־ה  ת  וְא  ו  מִָּ֖ ת־ה  ע וְא  ת־הָרַָֽ י רזאֲש ֵ֨  :וְא  ִ֣ נֹכִּ וְך   אַָֽ יוֹם   מְצ  ה ה  הֲבָָ֞ ַֽ ת־יְהֹוַָ֤ה לְא  יך   א  ת אֱלֹה ֵ֨ ִ֣כ  יו לָל  דְרָכָּ֔ ר בִּ שְמֹֹ֛ צְוֹ וְלִּ יומִּ יו  תָָ֥ וְחֻקֹתִָּ֖  
יו שְפָטָּ֑ יתָ  ומִּ ִ֣ יתָ  וְחָיִּ כְך   וְרָבִּּ֔ ר  ַֽ יך יְהֹוִָ֣ה וב  ץ אֱלֹה ּ֔ ר  ה בָאָָ֕ תָָ֥ ר־א  מָה אֲש  הּ בָא־שִָּ֖ שְתַָֽ ָ֥היזוְ  :לְרִּ פְנ  ם־יִּ בְךִּ֖  אִּ א לְבַָֽ ִֹ֣ ע וְל שְמָּ֑ חְתָ   תִּ ד  יתָ  וְנִּ ֹ֛ חֲוִּ ַֽ שְת  ים וְהִּ ָ֥ אלֹהִּ ַֽ ים ל  ִּ֖ רִּ ם אֲח  דְתַָֽ עֲב  ַֽ ו  : 

י ַַּ֤֤דְתִּ ג  ם   יחהִּ וֹם לָכ  יּ֔ י ה  ָ֥ ד כִּ ון אָבִֹּ֖ דּ֑ יכַֻ֤ן תאֹב  אֲרִּ ַֽ ים   לאֹ־ת  ה יָמִּ אֲדָמָּ֔ ל־הִָ֣ ר ע  ה אֲש ֵ֨ תַָ֤ ר   א  ן עֹב  י רְד ּ֔ ת־ה  וֹ א  מָה אלָבָ֥ הּ שִָּ֖ שְתַָֽ י :לְרִּ תִּ דֵֹ֨ עִּ ַֽ ִ֣ם יטה  יוֹם   בָכ  ם ה  יִּ ִ֣ שָמ  ת־ה  ץ   א  ר  ת־הָאָ  וְא   
ים ַ֤ יִּ ח  ַֽ ת   ה  ו  מֵָ֨ י וְה  תִּ ִ֣ יך  נָת  בְרָכִָּ֖ה לְפָנ ּ֔ קְלָלָּ֑ה ה  רְתָ   וְה  ח  ים ובַָֽ יִּּ֔ ח  ַֽ ן ב  ע  ָ֥ ִּ֖ה לְמ  חְי  ַֽ ה  תִּ תָָ֥ ך א  ַֽ הֲבָה   :וְז רְע  ַֽ ת־יְהֹוִָ֣ה כלְא  יך א  ע   אֱלֹה ּ֔ שְמָֹ֥ וֹ לִּ וֹ בְקֹלִּ֖ י ולְדָבְקָה־בּ֑ ִ֣ וא כִּ יך   הַ֤ י ֵ֨ ך  ח  ר  יך וְאִֹ֣ יָמ ּ֔  

ת ב  ִ֣ ה לָש  אֲדָמָ  ל־הַָֽ ר   ע  ע אֲש  שְב ֵ֨ יך יְהֹוָָ֧ה נִּ ֹ֛ אֲבֹת  ַֽ ם ל  בְרָהָֹ֛ ק לְא  צְחָָ֥ ב לְיִּ עֲקִֹּ֖ ַֽ ת  ולְי  ָ֥ ם לָת  ַֽ לָה   
 
 
Moses begins this section of the text after reminding Israel about the land promises and restoration that would come to 
them when they entered the promise land with Joshua.  
 
Deuteronomy 30:5 NASB 
The LORD your God will bring you into the land which your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will 
prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers. 
 
Moses here explains that decision that is set before the people of Israel. It is either physical life, which would entail 
blessings in the land and prosperity, or death, which would entail curses in the land and adversity. *If* they obey God they 
will see blessings in the land. *If* they do not obey God they will see curses in the land...This is true for anyone that fell 
within the Suzerain Treaty. As those under the Suzerain (Yahweh) they were told to obey the Covenant stipulations. 
 
These are land promises made to the Jews. There is nothing about salvation in these passages. We know that from [vs.18] 
I declare to you today that you shall surely perish. You will not prolong your days in the land where you are crossing the 
Jordan to enter and possess it. 
 


