Exegetical Analysis — Zechariah 1:1-21

® INTRODUCTION

Dating: 520BC (2 year of Darius)
Zechariah means (Whom the Lord Remembers)

Cyrus II, founder of the Achaemenian dynasty of Persia and conqueror of Babylonia, in 538 BC issued an order allowing
exiled Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple. Work was completed in 515 BC. There is no known detailed
plan of the Second Temple, which was constructed as a modest version of the original building. It was surrounded by two
courtyards with chambers, gates, and a public square. It did not include the ritual objects of the First Temple; of special
significance was the loss of the Ark itself. Ritual, however, was elaborate and was conducted by well-organized families of
priests and Levites.

“Zechariah. Ezra 5:1-2; 6:14 presents Zechariah as a prophetic champion of the temple project. The intimate connection
between this prophet and the restoration of the temple is discernible within his book. He promises the rebuilding of the
temple (Zech. 1:16; 6:12-15), announces the return of God’s presence (1:16; 2:5, 10, 13), supports the reinstatement of
priestly service (3:1-7; 6:13), envisions temple furnishings (4:1-14; 6:14), and prophesies at the refoundation ceremony
with Haggai (4:6b-10a; 8:9-13). This connection to the temple is not surprising because Zechariah apparently came from
priestly stock, heading up an important clan in a later period (Neh. 12:16). His grandfather Iddo returned with
Zerubbabel and Joshua around 520 B.C. (12:4), and he himself is linked to the generation of Joshua’s son, Joiakim. If this is
correct, Zechariah would have been young in 520 B.C. as he began his prophetic career. For a prophetic voice to arise from
a priestly context is not odd (see Jer. 1:1; Ezek. 1:3), for prophets and priests are closely associated in the Babylonian and
Persian periods. The role of prophets in the temple context is difficult to delineate in detail, but it appears that one crucial
function was to deliver the response of God to the requests of his people (see the books of Joel and Jeremiah; Zech. 7 fills a
similar role, where the people come to the temple and make a request of the priests and prophets and Zechariah delivers
an oracle). The overall flow of Zechariah suggests an increasing tension between Zechariah’s prophetic community and
the leadership in Jerusalem. Although 3:1-10 and 6:9-15 affirm Zadokite priests, affording them significant respon-
sibility in the restoration community, these pericopes carefully circumscribe their role by championing the cause of the
royal s> emah> (Branch) figure. Concerns over the priesthood come to the fore in chapters 7-8 as Zechariah attacks the
present generation, including the priests, for replicating the sins of the past (7:5).”

—— Mark Boda, Haggai, Zechariah. e-book, (Zondervan, 2004), 33.

“Zechariah 9-14. Zechariah 9-14 develops a future expectation for Israel in two successive waves. In the first wave (chs.
9-10) one finds a message of expectation in which God returns in triumph, introduces his king, and saves his people from
exile, uniting all twelve tribes. In the second wave, God cleanses this community and defeats the nations, establishing his
rule on earth. Jerusalem appears at the center of these expectations as the seat of God’s rule, the destination of the
restoration community, the site of the bat-tle against the nations, and the home of God’s holy community. This
expectation, however, is declared to a community in turmoil. The prophetic voices of Zechariah 9-14 speak against a
leadership in Jerusalem that cares little for God’s people and in some way is associated with idola-try/divination (10:1-3;
11:1-17; 13:1-9).”

—— Mark Boda, Haggai, Zechariah. e-book, (Zondervan, 2004), 59.

“This “not yet” approach to Zechariah 9-14 can also be discerned in Revelation. Revelation 1:7 clearly alludes to
Zechariah 12:10: “Look, he is com-ing with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the
peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen.” This continues the belief that Christ indeed came to
fulfill the expectations of Zechariah 9-14, but in doing so it pushes the realization of this fulfillment in the future and
expands the fulfillment to include not only Israel but also the nations... These links reveal that Zechariah 9-14 was
influential for early Christian interpretation of the first phase of Christ’s ministry (up to his resurrection), but also for the
expected final phase (at the eschaton). As his ministry initiated a much larger complex of events, one must not confine the
fulfillment of these chapters to this first phase of Christ’s ministry, but see how it is being fulfilled in and through the
church in history and will reach its climax in the return of Christ.”

—— Mark Boda, Haggai, Zechariah. e-book, (Zondervan, 2004), 63.




1-6 - In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to Zechariah the prophet, the son of
Berechiah, the son of Iddo saying, [2] "The LORD was very angry with your fathers. [3] Therefore say to them, "Thus says
the LORD of hosts, "Return to Me," declares the LORD of hosts, "that I may return to you," says the LORD of hosts. [4] "Do
not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets proclaimed, saying, "Thus says the LORD of hosts, "Return now
from your evil ways and from your evil deeds."' But they did not listen or give heed to Me," declares the LORD. [5] "Your
fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do they live forever? [6] But did not My words and My statutes, which I
commanded My servants the prophets, overtake your fathers? Then they repented and said, 'As the LORD of hosts
purposed to do to us in accordance with our ways and our deeds, so He has dealt with us.""
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After the upheaval of the Persian Empire (Cyrus' Son), and the transition of reigning to Darius, Zechariah is called by God,
to speak to those who have come out from exile. Zechariah immediately calls the remnant who have come from exile to
repentance. It appears there was still a heart issue even after exile, and a failure to worship the true living God.

“This period follows an upheaval in the Persian empire. It was the time of transition from the reign of Cambyses (Cyrus’s
son) to Darius I, which may have raised hopes among the Jews that now Israel might be able to take its place as the seat of
God’s universal rule of the nations.”

—— Mark Boda, Haggai, Zechariah. e-book, (Zondervan, 2004), 173.

Zechariah explains the anger that came from God over the disobedience of their fathers, and warns them not to fall into
the same errors they did. The examples of their Fathers were to be marked and avoided, and a proper return to worship
was required, as Zechariah commanded from God.

The key to proper restoration, was to "turn" to God. Keep in mind it God, in his Sovereignty who initiates this call to return
to him, and he uses Zechariah as a means to communicate this command.

“This opportunity for a transformation in the relationship occurs as God calls Zechariah’s generation to turn to him, so
that he may turn to them. Although this turning surely has moral implications as seen in 1:4 (“turn from your evil ways”),
at the outset it is defined primarily in relational terms: “Return to me.”17 This reflects the agenda for renewal after exile
laid out in Deuteronomy 30:2. Key to restoration after the discipline of the Exile is a return to Yahweh.”

—— Mark Boda, Haggai, Zechariah. e-book, (Zondervan, 2004), 178.

7-17 - On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the word
of the LORD came to Zechariah the prophet, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo, as follows: [8] I saw at night, and
behold, a man was riding on a red horse, and he was standing among the myrtle trees which were in the ravine, with red,
sorrel and white horses behind him. [9] Then I said, "My lord, what are these?" And the angel who was speaking with me
said to me, "I will show you what these are." [10] And the man who was standing among the myrtle trees answered and
said, "These are those whom the LORD has sent to patrol the earth.” [11] So they answered the angel of the LORD who
was standing among the myrtle trees and said, "We have patrolled the earth, and behold, all the earth is peaceful and
quiet." [12] Then the angel of the LORD said, "O LORD of hosts, how long will You have no compassion for Jerusalem and
the cities of Judah, with which You have been indignant these seventy years?" [13] The LORD answered the angel who
was speaking with me with gracious words, comforting words. [14] So the angel who was speaking with me said to me,
"Proclaim, saying, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, "I am exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem and Zion. [15] But I am very
angry with the nations who are at ease; for while I was only a little angry, they furthered the disaster." [16] Therefore
thus says the LORD, "I will return to Jerusalem with compassion; My house will be built in it," declares the LORD of hosts,
"and a measuring line will be stretched over Jerusalem."" [17] Again, proclaim, saying, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, "My
cities will again overflow with prosperity, and the LORD will again comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem."




TXIP TRYPY D20 NRIP NIXAY T K T TAKY X °2 RT3 INFRT DX MR 0737 0°R10 0127 °3 3T IXPRI NN T Wiy
TNT, OX3 73 TR P03 DRI 2YIT? N i IR 132T0:TY Y2 1YY R 09 "NDXR I WK DORNED 0iad-0y g X 71T Apngin
0w TiY 27 1R Y M ani) 2R 21y 73%0R TIY NIRY M R A3 9AKRD Xp| Tivrawi oy mp )mp) 2°n3( 1) niRay:

This is the first of eight visions from Zechariah that occurred in 519 BC, which was designed to comfort the children of
Israel. These visions are symbolic.

Angel Spoke with Me (vs.9) - Interpretation Angel
Angel of the Lord (vs.12) - Lord Jesus Christ (Preincarnate) - Red Horse in the Myrtle.

Symbols:

Red > Angels of Judgment
Sorrel > Angels of Judgment and Mercy
White > Angels of Victory

Valley > Affliction
Myrtle Trees of Palestine > Israel (Isaiah 55:13).

Summary: Israel brought low (Babylonian captivity), the Angel of the Lord or Jesus Christ, is in their midst with the Red
Horse (Agents of Judgment), Sorrel (Agents Judgment and Mercy) and White (Victory).

Angel of the Lord > "oh Lord how long?"

The 3 horses were the calvary sent to patrol the earth. In patrolling the earth, they reported back to the Angel of the Lord,
what was known to Israel as bad news "We have patrolled the earth, and behold, all the earth is peaceful and quiet."

Haggai 2:7-9 NASB

I will shake all the nations; and they will come with the wealth of all nations, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the
LORD of hosts. [8] 'The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine," declares the LORD of hosts. [9] 'The latter glory of this house
will be greater than the former,' says the LORD of hosts, 'and in this place I will give peace,’ declares the LORD of hosts."

Haggai 2:21-22 NASB

"Speak to Zerubbabel governor of Judah, saying, 'l am going to shake the heavens and the earth. [22] [ will overthrow the
thrones of kingdoms and destroy the power of the kingdoms of the nations; and I will overthrow the chariots and their
riders, and the horses and their riders will go down, everyone by the sword of another.’

This is a reference to the 2nd coming of Christ. Restoration will come after the heavens and the earth are shaken.

The blessings of Abraham will come to them [Israel] when there is no longer peace. The Angel of Lord interceded for
them.

“0 LORD of hosts, how long will You have no compassion for Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, with which You have been
indignant these seventy years?”

God is a jealous God (anthropomorphism). To be red, fear and suspicion of losing one’s love. Tolerates no unfaithful.

Israel was treated particularly fairly under some of the kings rule (Nebuchadnezzar), but this changed and progressively
worsened over time, and God is angry at the nations for pushing further with judgment.




18-21 - Then I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, there were four horns. [19] So I said to the angel who was
speaking with me, "What are these?" And he answered me, "These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel and
Jerusalem." [20] Then the LORD showed me four craftsmen. [21] I said, "What are these coming to do?" And he said,
"These are the horns which have scattered Judah so that no man lifts up his head; but these craftsmen have come to
terrify them, to throw down the horns of the nations who have lifted up their horns against the land of Judah in order to
scatter it."

This is the 2/8 visions, vision of 4-horns and 4-craftsmen. “Behold” is significant. The 4-horns are important. 4-horns
scattered Judabh, Israel and Jerusalem.

Jeremiah 48:25 NASB
The horn of Moab has been cut off and his arm broken," declares the LORD.

Horn of Moab = Symbolic of Power (Strength)

Daniel 7:7-8 NASB

After this | kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and
it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from
all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. [8] While [ was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a
little one, came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn
possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts.

Daniel 7:24 NASB
As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them, and he will be different
from the previous ones and will subdue three kings.

Horn = Arising King (AntiChrist)
Horn = National Power (Extension of the King)

4-Horns = 4-National Powers who scattered.
4-Craftsman = 4-National Powers to Wreck 4-Horns.

Babylonian Empire (Head)
Medo-Persian (Silver) - Zechariah
Greece (Bronze) - Alexander
Rome (Toes)

4 Kingdoms on the Earth (4-Horns)
Stone = Jesus Christ (Smite Gentile World Dominion) and establish his own kingdom at his 2nd coming.

Daniel 2:44-45 NASB

In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will
not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever. [45]
Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the
clay, the silver and the gold, the great God has made known to the king what will take place in the future; so the dream is
true and its interpretation is trustworthy."

Where is the Roman Empire? Still exists as an extension.

4-Craftsman = Medo-Persian, Greece, Rome, Christ's Kingdom.




