
Exegetical Analysis — Zechariah 8:1-23 
 

1-23 – Then the word of the LORD of hosts came, saying, [2] "Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'I am exceedingly jealous for 

Zion, yes, with great wrath I am jealous for her.' [3] Thus says the LORD, 'I will return to Zion and will dwell in the midst 

of Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of the LORD of hosts will be called the 

Holy Mountain.' [4] Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Old men and old women will again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each 

man with his staff in his hand because of age. [5] And the streets of the city will be filled with boys and girls playing in its 

streets.' [6] Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'If it is too difficult in the sight of the remnant of this people in those days, will it 

also be too difficult in My sight?' declares the LORD of hosts. [7] Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Behold, I am going to save 

My people from the land of the east and from the land of the west; [8] and I will bring them back and they will live in the 

midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God in truth and righteousness.' [9] "Thus says the 

LORD of hosts, 'Let your hands be strong, you who are listening in these days to these words from the mouth of the 

prophets, those who spoke in the day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, to the end that the 

temple might be built. [10] For before those days there was no wage for man or any wage for animal; and for him who 

went out or came in there was no peace because of his enemies, and I set all men one against another. [11] But now I will 

not treat the remnant of this people as in the former days,' declares the LORD of hosts. [12] 'For there will be peace for 

the seed: the vine will yield its fruit, the land will yield its produce and the heavens will give their dew; and I will cause 

the remnant of this people to inherit all these things. [13] It will come about that just as you were a curse among the 

nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so I will save you that you may become a blessing. Do not fear; let your 

hands be strong.' [14] "For thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Just as I purposed to do harm to you when your fathers provoked 

Me to wrath,' says the LORD of hosts, 'and I have not relented, [15] so I have again purposed in these days to do good to 

Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. Do not fear! [16] These are the things which you should do: speak the truth to one 

another; judge with truth and judgment for peace in your gates. [17] Also let none of you devise evil in your heart against 

another, and do not love perjury; for all these are what I hate,' declares the LORD." [18] Then the word of the LORD of 

hosts came to me, saying, [19] "Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'The fast of the fourth, the fast of the fifth, the fast of the 

seventh and the fast of the tenth months will become joy, gladness, and cheerful feasts for the house of Judah; so love 

truth and peace.' [20] "Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'It will yet be that peoples will come, even the inhabitants of many 

cities. [21] The inhabitants of one will go to another, saying, "Let us go at once to entreat the favor of the LORD, and to 

seek the LORD of hosts; I will also go." [22] So many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek the LORD of hosts in 

Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the LORD.' [23] Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘In those days ten men from all the 

nations q will grasp r the garment s of a Jew, saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.”’ 

 

י ִ֛ ָ֥ה אוַיְה  א֖וֹת דְבַר־יְהֹו  ר צְב  ה:לֵאמֹֹֽ מַר֙  בכֹֹּ֚ ָ֣ה א  א֔וֹת יְהֹו  י֙ צְב  נֵָ֥את  י֖וֹן ק  ה לְצ  ָ֣ נְא  ָ֑ה ק  ה גְדוֹל  ָ֥ ֖ה וְחֵמ  י גְדוֹל  נֵָ֥את  הּ ק  ֹֽ ר גכֹה:ל  מַָ֣ ה א  י יְהֹו ֔ י֔וֹן שַבְת  י אֶל־צ  ֖ כַנְת  ֹֽ וֹךְ וְש  ָ֑ ם בְתָ֣ ל  וּש  יְרֹֽ  

ה קְרְא ֹּ֚ ם֙  וְנ  לַ ִַ֙ וּש  ת יְרֹֽ אֱמֶ֔ ֹֽ יר־ה  ָ֣ ָ֥ה ע  א֖וֹ וְהַר־יְהֹו  ר תצְב  דֶש הַָ֥ ה:הַקֹֹֽ מַר֙  דכֹֹּ֚ ָ֣ה א  א֔וֹת יְהֹו  ד צְב  שְבוּ֙  עֹֹּ֚ ים יֵֹֽ ָ֣ רְחֹב֖וֹת וּזְקֵנ֔וֹת֙ זְקֵנ  ָ֑ ם ב  ל  וּש  יש יְרֹֽ ִ֧ וֹ וְא  שְעַנְתִ֛ ב בְי ד֖וֹ מ  ים מֵרָֹ֥ ֹֽ וֹת:י מ  הוּרְחֹבֹּ֚  

יר֙  ע  לְא֔וּ ה  ָ֣ מ  ים י  ֖ ד  וֹת יְל  דָ֑ יל  ֹֽ ים ו  ֖ חֲק  יה֙  מְשַֹֽ בֹתֶֹֽ רְחֹֹֽ מַר֙  הוכֹֹּ֚֙:ב  ָ֣ה א  א֔וֹת יְהֹו  י צְב  ָ֣ א כ  לֵֵ֗ פ  ית֙  בְעֵינֵי֙  י  ָ֣ם שְאֵר  ע  ה ה  ים הַזֶ֔ ֖ ם בַי מ  הֵָ֑ א גַם־בְעֵינַי֙  ה  לֵ֔ פ  ֖ם י  ָ֥ה נְא  וֹת יְהֹו  אֹֽ ה:צְב  מַר֙  זכֹֹּ֚ ָ֣ה א  יְהֹו   

א֔וֹת י צְב  ָ֥ נְנ  ֹֽ יעַ֙ ה  ִ֛ י מוֹש  ֖ רֶץ אֶת־עַמ  ח מֵאֶָ֣ ָ֑ זְר  רֶץ מ  וֹ וּמֵאֶ֖ מֶש אמְבָ֥ ֹֽ י:הַש  ָ֣ בֵאת  ם חוְהֵֹֽ כְנ֖וּ֙ אֹת ֔ ֹֽ וֹךְ וְש  ָ֑ ם בְתָ֣ ל  וּש  י יְרֹֽ ָ֣ יוּ־ל  ֹֽ ם וְה  י֙  לְע ֵ֗ אֲנ  ה וַֹֽ הְיֶֹּ֚ הֶם֙  אֶֹֽ ים ל  אלֹה ֔ ת לֵֹֽ אֱמֶ֖ ה בֶֹֽ ֹֽ ק  צְד  ה־:וּב  טכֹֹֽ

מַר֙  ָ֣ה א  אוֹת֙  יְהֹו  חֱזַַָ֣֣קְנ ה צְב  ם תֶֹֽ ים֙  יְדֵיכֶ֔ מְע  ים הַשֹֹֽ ָ֣ לֶה בַי מ  אֵ֔ ת ה  ים אֵ֖ ָ֣ ר  לֶה הַדְב  אֵָ֑ י֙  ה  פ  ים מ  יא ֔ שֶר הַנְב  ד בְי֞וֹם אֲֲ֠ ִ֧ה י סִַַ֙ ית־יְהֹו  וֹת בֵֹֽ אִ֛ ֖ל צְב  הֵיכ  וֹת הַֹֽ נֹֽ ב  י:לְה  פְנֵי֙  יכ ֵ֗ ים ל  ָ֣ ם הַי מ  הֵ֔ ה   

ר ם֙  שְכַֹּ֚ ד  א  ֹֽ א ה  ָֹ֣ ה ל הְי ֔ ֹֽ ה וּשְכַָ֥ר נ  ֖ א אֵינֶָ֑נ ה הַבְהֵמ  א וְלַיוֹצִֵַ֙ לוֹ וְלַב ֹּ֚ ין־ש  ר ם֙ אֵֹֽ ן־הַצ ֔ אֲשַלַָ֥ח מ  ם וַֹֽ ֖ ד  א  ֹֽ ל־ה  יש אֶת־כ  ָ֥ הוּ א  ה:בְרֵעֵֹֽ א יאוְעַת ֵ֗ ָֹ֣ ים ל ים֙  כַי מ ֹּ֚ אשֹנ  ֹֽ ר  י ה  ית֙ אֲנ ֔ ֖ שְאֵר  ָ֣ם ל  ע  הַזֶָ֑ה ה   

֖ם ָ֥ה נְא  וֹת יְהֹו  אֹֽ י־זֶַָ֣֣רַע:צְב  ֹֽ וֹם יבכ  לֵ֗ פֶן הַש  ן֙ הַגֶֶּ֜ תֵֹּ֚ רְי הּ֙  ת  רֶץ֙  פ  א   ן֙ וְה  תֵָ֣ הּאֶת־יְב ת  ם וּל ֔ י  מַ֖ וּ וְהַש  תְנָ֣ ָ֑ם י  י טַל  נְחַלְת ֵ֗ ית֙ וְה  ִ֛ ָ֥ם אֶת־שְאֵר  ע  לֶה הַזֶ֖ה ה  ל־אֵֹֽ ה:אֶת־כ  י ָ֡ אֲשֶר֙  יגוְה  ם כַֹֽ יתִֶַ֙ הֱי   

ה ל ֶּ֜ ם קְל  ית בַגוֹי ֵ֗ ה֙  בֵֹּ֚ ית יְהוּד  ל וּבֵָ֣ אֵ֔ שְר  יע כֵן י  ָ֣ ם אוֹש  ם֙ אֶתְכֶ֔ יתֶ֖ הְי  ֹֽ ָ֑ה ו  כ  אוּ בְר  ֖ יר  חֱזַַָ֥֣קְנ ה אַל־ת  ם תֶֹֽ י:יְדֵיכֶֹֽ ָ֣ ה ידכ  מַר֙  כָֹ֣ ָ֣ה א  אוֹת֙  יְהֹו  ר צְב  אֲשִֶַ֙ י כַֹֽ ת  ע ז מַמְֶּ֜ רַָ֣ ם לְה  כֵֶ֗ יף ל  בְהַקְצ ֹּ֚  

תֵיכֶם֙  י אֲבֹֹֽ ר אֹת ֔ מַ֖ ָ֣ה א  וֹת יְהֹו  אָ֑ א צְב  ֹ֖ י֙ וְל מְת  ֹֽ ח  ן:נ  י טוכֵָ֣ בְת  י֙  שַֹּ֚ מְת  ים ז מַ  ָ֣ לֶה בַי מ  אֵ֔ יב ה  ָ֥ ֙ לְהֵיט  לַ֖ םאֶת־יְרֹֽ ית֙ וּש  ה וְאֶת־בֵָ֣ ָ֑ אוּ יְהוּד  ֹֽ יר  לֶה:אַל־ת  ים טזאֵָ֥ ֖ ר  ר הַדְב  וּ אֲשֶָ֣ עֲשָ֑ וּ תַֹֽ דַבְרֹּ֚  

יש אֱמֶת֙  ָ֣ הוּ א  ט֙ אֱמֶת֙  אֶת־רֵעֵ֔ שְפַָ֣ ל֔וֹם וּמ  פְט֖וּ ש  ם ש  עֲרֵיכֶֹֽ יש:בְשַֹֽ ָ֣ ת֙ | יזוְא  עַָ֣ הוּ אֶת־ר  ם אַל־תַחְשְבוּ֙  רֵעֵֵ֗ לְבַבְכֶ֔ ָ֥֙ ב  קֶר עַתוּשְב  בוּ֙ שֶ֖ ָ֑ אֱה  י אַל־תֶֹֽ ִ֧ לֶה כ  ל־אִֵ֛ ר אֶת־כ  י אֲשֶָ֥ נֵ֖את  ם־֙ ש  נְא 

ה ֹֽ י:יְהֹו  ִ֛ ָ֥ה יחוַיְה  א֖וֹת דְבַר־יְהֹו  י צְב  ר אֵלַָ֥ ר:לֵאמֹֹֽ מַ֞ ה־א  ָ֣ה יטכֹֹֽ וֹת יְהֹו  אֵ֗ וֹם צְב  י צָ֣ יע ָ֡ רְב  ֹֽ וֹם ה  י֙  וְצָ֣ יש  חֲמ  וֹם הַֹֽ י וְצִַ֙ יע ֶּ֜ וֹם הַשְב  ֵ֗֙ וְצָ֣ יר  עֲש  ֹֽ ה יה  הְיֶֹּ֚ ֹֽ ה֙  י  וֹן לְבֵית־יְהוּד  שָ֣ ה לְש  מְח ֔ וּלְש   

ים ֖ עֲד  לְמֹֹֽ ים וֹּֽ ָ֑ ת טוֹב  אֱמֶָ֥ ֹֽ ל֖וֹם וְה  בוּ וְהַש  ֹֽ ה:אֱה  ר ככָֹ֥ מַ֖ ָ֣ה א  וֹת יְהֹו  אָ֑ אוּ אֲשֶר עֹד צְב  ים י בָֹ֣ י עַמ ֔ שְבֵ֖ ים וְיֹֹֽ ָ֥ ר  וֹת ע  וּ:רַבֹֽ לְכָ֡ ה  ת יוֹשְבֵי֙  כאוְֹֽ ת אַחִַַ֙ ה רלֵאמֵֹ֗֙ אֶל־אַחֶַּ֜ לוֹךְ֙  נֵלְכ ֹּ֚ אֶת־֙ לְחַלוֹת֙  ה 

ה פְנֵָ֣י ש יְהֹו ֔ ָ֣ה וּלְבַקֵ֖ וֹת אֶת־יְהֹו  אָ֑ ֖ה צְב  לְכ  י אֵֹֽ נ  ֹֽ אוּ:גַם־א  ים כבוּב ִַ֙ ים֙  עַמ ֹּ֚ ָ֣ם רַב  ים וְגוֹי  ש עֲצוּמ ֔ ָ֥ה לְבַקִֵ֛ א֖וֹת אֶת־יְהֹו  ָ֑ ם צְב  ל  וּש  ירֹֽ ה אֶת־פְנֵָ֥י וּלְחַל֖וֹת֙ ב  ֹֽ ה־א֙ :יְהֹו  ָ֣ה מַר֙ כגכֹֹֽ יְהֹו   

אוֹת֙  ים צְב  ָ֣ ה בַי מ  מ  הֵ֔ ר ה  יקוּ֙  אֲשֶֹּ֚ חֲז   ה יַֹֽ ָ֣ ר  ים עֲש  ל אֲנ ש ֔ כֹ֖ וֹת מ  ָ֑ם לְשֹנָ֣ יקוּ֙ הַגוֹי  הֶחֱז ָ֡ כְנַף֙  וְֹֽ יש ב  י א ִַ֙ ר יְהוּד ֶּ֜ ה֙  לֵאמֵֹ֗ לְכ  ם נֵֹֽ כֶ֔ מ  י ע  ָ֥ עְנוּ כ  מַ֖ ים ש  ָ֥ ם אֱלֹה  כֶֹֽ מ  ע   

 

 

Empty Fasts to Bountiful Feasts & Coming Peace and Prosperity to Zion.  

 

Israelites being stirred by Hosea and Zechariah to build the temple, and this is linked together by chapter 7. The God of 

Scripture had become a God of weariness, and we see in Malachi sins that come from not taking God seriously.  

 

Malachi 2:8 NASB 

But as for you, you have turned aside from the way; you have caused many to stumble by the instruction; you have 



corrupted the covenant of Levi," says the LORD of hosts. 

 

We have a decalogue of promises "Thus Saith the Lord".  

 

1️. FUTURE RESTORATION  

 

1) "Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'I am exceedingly jealous for Zion, yes, with great wrath I am jealous for her.' 

 

Anthropomorphism. His love for them has been so demonstrable in the scripture. There is also a jealously and fury, he is a 

jealous lover.  

 

2) Thus says the LORD, 'I will return to Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the 

City of Truth, and the mountain of the LORD of hosts will be called the Holy Mountain.' 

 

Second Coming of the Lord. The effect of the Lord Jesus coming is that Jerusalem would go from being in pieces (current 

state) to peace and be known as the City of Truth. His beloved City.  

 

Revelation 20:9 NASB 

And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire 

came down from heaven and devoured them. 

 

His dwelling would be forever in Jerusalem:  

 

Ezekiel 37:24-28 NASB 

"My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd; and they will walk in My ordinances and 

keep My statutes and observe them. [25] They will live on the land that I gave to Jacob My servant, in which your fathers 

lived; and they will live on it, they, and their sons and their sons' sons, forever; and David My servant will be their prince 

forever. [26] I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will place them 

and multiply them, and will set My sanctuary in their midst forever. [27] My dwelling place also will be with them; and I 

will be their God, and they will be My people. [28] And the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, 

when My sanctuary is in their midst forever."'" 

 

Ezekiel 43:7,9 NASB 

He said to me, "Son of man, this is the place of My throne and the place of the soles of My feet, where I will dwell among 

the sons of Israel forever. And the house of Israel will not again defile My holy name, neither they nor their kings, by their 

harlotry and by the corpses of their kings when they die, [9] Now let them put away their harlotry and the corpses of their 

kings far from Me; and I will dwell among them forever. 

 

Ezekiel 48:10 NASB 

The holy allotment shall be for these, namely for the priests, toward the north 25,000 cubits in length, toward the west 

10,000 in width, toward the east 10,000 in width, and toward the south 25,000 in length; and the sanctuary of the LORD 

shall be in its midst. 

 

3) Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Old men and old women will again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each man with his staff 

in his hand because of age. [5] And the streets of the city will be filled with boys and girls playing in its streets.'  

 

Peace will be found once again in Jerusalem.  

 

4) Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'If it is too difficult in the sight of the remnant of this people in those days, will it also be 

too difficult in My sight?' declares the LORD of hosts. 

 

No, nothing is too difficult for the Lord.  

 

5) Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Behold, I am going to save My people from the land of the east and from the land of the 

west; [8] and I will bring them back and they will live in the midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be My people, and I will be 

their God in truth and righteousness.'  



 

Zechariah could not be speaking of the captivity, but rather he is speaking about saving his people from the Dispersion 

into all the lands.  

 

Zechariah 7:14 NASB 

"but I scattered them with a storm wind among all the nations whom they have not known. Thus the land is desolated 

behind them so that no one went back and forth, for they made the pleasant land desolate." 

 

2. EXORTATION OF FUTURE PROMISES  

 

"Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Let your hands be strong, you who are listening in these days to these words from the 

mouth of the prophets, those who spoke in the day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, to the 

end that the temple might be built. [10] For before those days there was no wage for man or any wage for animal; and for 

him who went out or came in there was no peace because of his enemies, and I set all men one against another. [11] But 

now I will not treat the remnant of this people as in the former days,' declares the LORD of hosts. [12] 'For there will be 

peace for the seed: the vine will yield its fruit, the land will yield its produce and the heavens will give their dew; and I will 

cause the remnant of this people to inherit all these things. [13] It will come about that just as you were a curse among the 

nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so I will save you that you may become a blessing. Do not fear; let your 

hands be strong.' [14] "For thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Just as I purposed to do harm to you when your fathers provoked 

Me to wrath,' says the LORD of hosts, 'and I have not relented, [15] so I have again purposed in these days to do good to 

Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. Do not fear! [16] These are the things which you should do: speak the truth to one 

another; judge with truth and judgment for peace in your gates. [17] Also let none of you devise evil in your heart against 

another, and do not love perjury; for all these are what I hate,' declares the LORD."  

 

Faithfulness in the former days, but an ethical reminder and exhortation.  

 

3. FUTURE UNIVERSAL RESTORATION  

 

Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'The fast of the fourth, the fast of the fifth, the fast of the seventh and the fast of the tenth 

months will become joy, gladness, and cheerful feasts for the house of Judah; so love truth and peace.'  

 

These practices were a triviality. They weren't what God required. He required commitment and a heart change.  

 

"Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'It will yet be that peoples will come, even the inhabitants of many cities. [21] The 

inhabitants of one will go to another, saying, "Let us go at once to entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of 

hosts; I will also go." [22] So many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem and to 

entreat the favor of the LORD.'  

 

This is salvation to Gentiles, and Jews and Gentiles will stream to Jerusalem.  

 

Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘In those days ten men from all the nations q will grasp r the garment s of a Jew, saying, “Let 

us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.”’” 

 

There will be such a desire to God to see the Lord the imagery of the grabbing garment.  

 

“even a cusory reading of this heart warming text will persuade the reader that the happy scenes depicted therein cannot 

possibly speak of life in modern war-torn Israel.”  

━━ Dean Davis, The High King of Heaven: Discovering the Masters Keys to the Great End Time Debate [Enumclaw, WA: 

WinePress Publishing 2014], 657.  

 

“the entire population will enjoy an atmosphere of renewal and blessing.”  

━━ Klein, Zechariah, 336; cf. Alva McClain, The Greatness of the Kingdom: An Inductive Study of the Kingdom of God 

(Winona Lake, IN: BMH Books, 1959), 228. 

 

“that is different from the present evil age but different also from the eternal state in which all negative aspects of aging 

and death are removed.”  



━━ Michael J. Vlach, The Kingdom of God and the Millennium, 238-239.  

 

“From Zechariah's time until now there has never been a time where the conditions of Zechariah 8 have happened. On the 

other hand, there will be no elderly who are weak in the final eternal state for all remnants of the curse have been 

removed (see Revelation 21-22). What Zechariah describes here, therefore, must take place in an initial phase of God's 

kingdom before the eternal state begins.”  

━━ Michael J. Vlach, The Kingdom of God and the Millennium, 239. 

 


