Biblical Notes - Matthew 9:14-17

14-17 - Then the disciples of John *came to Him, asking, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not
fast?” [15] And Jesus said to them, “The attendants of the bridegroom cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with
them, can they? But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast. [16] But no
one puts a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch pulls away from the garment, and a worse tear
results. [17] Nor do people put new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the wineskins burst, and the wine pours out and
the wineskins are ruined; but they put new wine into fresh wineskins, and both are preserved.” (Téte mpooépyovtat
aOT® ol padntal Twdvou Aéyovteg Awx Tl fETS kal ol Papiooiol viotedopey, ol §¢ pabntat cov oV ynotevovoty; 15. kat
glmev avTolg 6 ool M) Suvavtal ol viol ToD VUIEEVOG TEVBETY £’ §o0V PeT’ aOT®V 0TV O VUp@iog; éAevoovTal 88
Nuépat 6tav amapdbf am’ adTtdv 6 vupeiog, kal ToTe viotevoouowy. 16. o0Selg 8¢ EmBaAAeL EMiBANUA pdroug dyvégov £mt
natio ToAag- aipet yap to TApwua avtod 4o Tob ipatiov, kai xeipov oxioua yivetal 17. 0082 BdArovawy olvov véov
elg dokovg Todalovg: £i 82 unye, priyvuvtal ot dokof, kai 6 0ivog £kyeltat kal ol dokol dmdAAvvTal dAAd BdAAovotv oivov
véov €ig dokoUG KALVOUG, Kal Gp@OTEPOL GLVTNPOTVTAL)

“Through these two analogies Jesus seems to be saying that there is a fundamental incompatibility between his ministry
and the “old”. This is not to deny that there is no continuity between Judaism and Christianity. But the old containers and
old coverings that were good for their day are not capable of containing the dynamic new content that Jesus is
introducing. Luke is just as concerned as the other Evangelists to promote the radical newness of the gospel. The old skins
of Judaism accommodated the old wine of the old covenant. But the time has come for a change. The old forms have been
extended to the limits of their elasticity. Initially the old coverings looked good, but now new clothes are needed. To try to
patch the old would only cause a worse tear and also ruing the new cloth. What is the significance of this parable? Jesus is
teaching that the new age that he is inaugurating requires new forms. The new age that he is introducing is so dynamic
that it will require an elasticity far beyond the capacity of the old age. Jesus did not come to patch up Judaism but to
establish something new.”

—— Carl B. Hoch, Jr., All Things New: The Significance of Newness for Biblical Theology, 56-57.




