
Ecclesiology — Complementarianism (Male 
Headship) 
“But before I get there, let me stress that although there are exceptions, I believe that as a rule, treasuring and honoring 
God’s model of headship means that I refrain from teaching during the regular weekly gathering of the church (that is, 
preaching Sunday morning) — even if I am asked to do so. Just as I defer to my husband when he is providing spiritual 
leadership for our family, so I defer to God’s desire that it is the church-fathers who deliver the doctrinal instruction and 
direction for my church family.” 
━━ Mary A. Kassian 

 
 
1 Corinthians 11:3,8-9 NASB 
But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the 
head of Christ. [8] For man does not originate from woman, but woman from man; [9] for indeed man was not created for 
the woman's sake, but woman for the man's sake. 
 
Ephesians 5:22-24 NASB 
Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. [23] For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the 
head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. [24] But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives 
ought to be to their husbands in everything. 
 
1 Timothy 2:11-15 NASB 
A woman must quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. [12] But I do not allow a woman to teach or 
exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet. [13] For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. [14] And it 
was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. [15] But women will be 
preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint. 
 
1 Peter 3:5-7 NASB 
For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to 
their own husbands; [6] just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what 
is right without being frightened by any fear. [7] You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding 
way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your 
prayers will not be hindered. 


