
Hermeneutics – Exegesis 

 

“The historic Protestant position is to ground theology in Biblical exegesis. A theological system is to be built up 

exegetically brick by brick. Hence the theology is no better than the exegesis that underlies it. The task of the systematic 

theologian is to commence with these bricks ascertained through exegesis, and build the temple of his theological system. 

But only when he is sure of his individual bricks is he able to make the necessary generalizations, and to carry on the 

synthetic and creative activity that is necessary for the construction of a theological system.” 

━━ Bernard Ramm, Protestant Biblical Interpretation, 3rd rev. ed. e-book, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 

1970),  136. 

 

“The Scriptures are themselves the divine disclosure. From them is to be derived our system of theology. We can only 

know the truth of God by a correct exegesis of Scripture. Therefore exegesis is prior to any system of theology.” 

━━ Bernard Ramm, Protestant Biblical Interpretation, 3rd rev. ed. e-book, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1970), 

136. 

 

“The church needs both the exegetical and the philosophical theologian, and she suffers when she is in want of either. The 

exegetical theologian protects the church from the misinterpretations of the heretics, and the philosophical theologian 

protects the church from the improper intrusion into Christian theology of non-Christian principles.” 

━━ Bernard Ramm, Protestant Biblical Interpretation, 3rd rev. ed. e-book, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1970), 

137. 

 

 


